
GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in the Granard Community Library  on Tuesday, 25th September 2018 at 3.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P.J. Reilly.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Michael Carrigy,





Gerry Hagan, Luie McEntire and Martin Mulleady
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer.





Ms. Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, the Minutes

of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 24th July 2018 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT.
D. Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report, as circulated, and replied to queries raised. 
Hedgecutting.

A policy regarding Hedgecutting to be considered by the infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.

Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Report.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to Mr. John Paul Phelan, Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government stating that the Granard MD members consider that the number of Councillors in the Granard remain at six.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Sculpture Dedicated to the late Larry Cunningham and Brendan O'Reilly,.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor G. Hagan  -

“I wish to put a motion forward to the meeting for the Council to erect a sculpture in Granard 

dedicated to the late Larry Cunningham and Brendan O'Reilly, as these two men brought 

international recognition to our town.” 

The Arts Officer will be requested to prepare a report on this issue for further consideration by the MD members. 

Extension of the footpaths in Aughnacliffe.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  M. Mulleady -

“I call on Longford County Council to support the extension of the footpaths in Aughnacliffe to connect the estates and the various community facilities.”

D. Coppinger stated that Longford County Council will examine the need for footpaths in Aughnacliffe village. The technical staff will develop a “needs” plan for the area’s footpaths, in conjunction with the members. 

However, any construction of footpaths will be funding dependant. As you are aware, every town and village in the district has requirements for new footpaths and repair and maintenance of older paths and any works in the coming years will need to be prioritised on District wide basis dependant on funding available and perceived needs. A balance will need to be struck between the repair of existing sub-standard footpaths and the provision of new footpaths.

It should be noted that should local individuals or groups wish to promote the installation of footpaths it is possible for them to apply for funding through the Community Involvements Scheme. The rules governing the allocation of funding under the CIS specifically make mention of the provision of footpaths. The local group would be required to provide a minimum of 15% of the costs with the Department OF Transport providing up to 85% of the funds. 

This might be a way for villages to obtain funding for footpaths and traffic calming measures.

Murphy’s Cross in Drumlish.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors P. Brady and L. McEntire               and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady -

“That Murphy’s Cross in Drumlish be formally named “Murphy’s Cross”.

This request will be forwarded to the County Council’s Placenames Sub-Committee

CORRESPONDENCE – Circulated.
Correspondence received from Irish Water regarding regarding the delay in completion of works at Drumure DMA, between Killeenatruan Village and Killeter Crossroads was noted.
Correspondence received from Cllr Joe Flaherty to Minister of State Kevin Moran regarding Boomerang Hickstead Trophy was noted.

DEPUTATION FROM THE TONEYWARDEN, FERRISKILL AND GRANARDKILLE 
AREAS REGARDING WATER SUPPLY.

The Cathaoirleach welcomed the deputation from the Toneywarden, Ferriskill and Granardkille areas.  
A representative from the Group spoke regarding the severe water shortage experienced in the areas during the dry weather in the summer. 
The following statement from Irish Water was read to the meeting  -

“During July 2018  Irish Water issued a number of statements in relation to Water Supply at Granardkille.   The following is a summary of the technical aspects of the situation and  actions to improve the supply; 
 The Moatfield Reservoir is on an elevated site in Granard and  is supplied via  a rising main from the Rathrcronan Reservoir located off  the N55 just inside the town boundary. A set of two pumps i.e. duty / standby   at Rathcronan feeds  the Moatfield Reservoir where   the level is  controlled via a level sensor   which in turn regulates the pumps. The Moatfield  Reservoir then supplies the area of Granardkille. During the unprecedented drought period this summer difficulties were  encountered  with regards to maintaining a continuous supply to the customers in the Granardkille area due to its locations on the extremities of the network and exceptionally high demand on the reservoir due to the extreme dry spell. Once this problem occurred Longford County Council working on behalf of Irish Water deployed standpipes and a number of large water containers i.e. IBC units  at Granardkille graveyard and notified all customers of the alternative supply. The demand on these alternative supplies was   very low. These alternative supplies  were  in place for approximately 2 weeks until the demand on the reservoir decreased and a continuous supply for Grandkille was resumed.  On foot of this issue Irish Water  procured new pumps for the Rathcronan Reservoir Site to allow an increased flow rate to the Moatfield reservoir if demand increases to this July peak level  again in the future.
 These pumps will  give more flexibility with regards to recharging the reservoir during shut off periods and thus improve the supply situation for customers in the  Grandkille area.” 
The representative who spoke on behalf of the deputation thanked the members for the report and requested that a waiver be given to people affected by the water shortage.  This request to be communicated to Irish Water.

U14 Team – Feile Peile na nOg Winners 2018.
A presentation was held at the completion of the meeting to the Granard/Ballymore U14 Team – Feile Peile na nOg Winners 2018.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
27th November 2018.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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